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NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST!
I hope this issue finds you well during this unprecedented time in our history. It seems like a lifetime
ago that I was writing the note for our inaugural issue. At that time, I never imagined what we were
about to face on local, national, and global levels.
The Covid Pandemic will be talked about for years to come. It may seem like you are inundated with
information about the pandemic, but researchers will be interested in gathering this data in the near
future. I hope that you have taken some time to document your experiences for future generations.
Whether it’s documenting your experience in a journal and/or documenting the pandemic in photographs, your story will be of interest to your children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Future
generations will want to know how this impacted their ancestors. They’ll want to see those photographs
of people leaving the grocery store with carts full of toilet paper!
Here at the Archives, we have been actively collecting records documenting the pandemic at both the
state and local levels. All of the reports that have been published by the Greene County Public Health
Department and our Emergency Management Department are being preserved. These reports include
all of the Governor DeWine’s orders that have been issued since March. We are hopeful that this information will provide future researchers a complete look at the local and state responses during this period.
Like many of you, we have had to adapt our daily routine here at the Archives. We are currently closed
to the public until further notice. In saying that, we are still here and if you need a copy of a public record, please call us at 937-562-6487 and we will be happy to make arrangements to provide you a copy
of said record. Records can be delivered to you via mail, email or we can schedule an appointment for
curbside pickup (depending on the type of record that you are requesting). We are currently UNABLE
to provide genealogical, property, or other extensive research.

Before I close, I have an exciting announcement. Thanks to the Greene County Microfilm Department
and FamilySearch, we now have thousands of digital images of some of our public records. While the
stay-at-home orders were in effect, Archives’ staff members
were able to upload over five thousand digital images to our
FLICKR page. This is a project that we’ve wanted to do for
years, but never had the time. Public records such as Road
Records, Survey Records, and others, are now easily accessible to the public and can be viewed at any time from the comforts of your home. While we are currently not open to the
public, we are doing our best to bring some of our records
directly to you.
Until next time,
Robin Heise

Greene County Records Manager & Archivist
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• Check out what Elise’s favorite record is in the Archives.
• During the month of June,
we celebrate Greene County
History.
• Learn about the struggles of
Xenia’s Carnegie Library.
• Discover what’s been
happening in and out of the
Archives.

FAVORITE RECORD—PETITION FOR
NATURALIZATION—BY: ELISE KELLY
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, I have had time to slow down and reflect on the
things that are most valuable to me. Without a doubt, family has always been the
most integral part in my life. I recently learned some information about my greatgrandfather, Steven Pettas. Great-Grandfather Pettas was born in Greece, immigrated to the United States in 1911, and was naturalized a U.S. citizen in 1933. What a joy
it was to hear and learn this story. Using FamilySearch.org, I find my greatgrandfather’s naturalization record. Through my family’s story and this record, I
have been able to develop a more emotional connection to my ancestor.
Here at the Greene County Archives, we house and preserve several Petition for Naturalization records. These valuable and historical resources provide a plethora of
information including: the immigrant’s place of birth and year; their present nationality; their physical description; their current address; the name of the vessel they
traveled on to get to the United States; their occupation; their spouse and children’s
names, places of birth, and their current addresses.
One of these Petition for Naturalization records documents the naturalization of
Marie Treuer. Upon examination of the record, I learned that Marie was a Jewish
woman from Czechoslovakia. She, her Austrian husband, Fritz Treuer, and their son,
Robert left Vienna, Austria in the beginning of 1939. Nazi Germany had invaded
Austria in March 1938. This Jewish family probably left Vienna in order to escape
Nazi persecution. According to the petition which was dated in 1945, Marie Treuer
was employed as a bookkeeper and lived with her husband in Yellow Springs.
These records serve as a vital link to our past and illustrate the importance of preserving and sharing historical records. Here in Greene County we are dedicated to
this service.
Marie Treuer’s Petition for
Naturalization

Greene County Archives’ Naturalization
Record Books
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Photo of Marie Treuer from her Declaration of Intention

Post card featuring Xenia’s Carnegie Library (Courtesy of
Motter Family Tree/YS Heritage, http://
motter.ysheritage.org/2013/02/25/carnegie-library-xeniaohio/)

A PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG
On May 6, 1925, an article appeared in the Xenia Evening Gazette concerning the future of the
Carnegie Library on Church Street in Xenia.
The article mentioned that the library was desperate for money. One board member stated,

“It has been said that no one but women could manage the library on the
meager funds the Greene County Institution is allowed.”
A year later, another Xenia Evening Gazette article issued October 13, 1926, reported on the
same funding issues the library was experiencing. An informant, named only as a “Library official” claimed,

the County was paying $3,000 toward the support of the library, but most
of the money was being used to pay for heating, lighting, janitorial services, and librarian salaries.”
Due to the funding shortages, some Greene County residents took to the streets to gather signatures on a petition for the establishment of a Greene County Library District. A little over 3,000
signatures were needed for the petition to be processed by Probate Court. 3,949 names in support
of the new library district ended up being gathered. In the same October 13th article mentioned
above, the advantages of creating a new library district were given. To find out what those advantages were, please visit our blog post, https://www.co.greene.oh.us/Blog.aspx?IID=194#item
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Greene County Archives’ Staff L to R: Elise Kelly; Joan Donovan; Melissa Dalton; Robin Heise
During this new “normal,” the Archives staff have been able to complete projects that are typically put on the hold because of
the lack of time. Some of these projects that staff members have been working on include:


Robin and Elise have uploaded, tagged and described several historical record books on our Flickr page;



Joan has been re-housing Probate marriage returns, in numeric order by volume, and checking them against the
marriage record images on FamilySearch.org;



Melissa and Robin have been scanning slides from Greene County Public Health and Regional Planning;



We have created a new online exhibit: Votes for Women: Greene County Suffragists and the 19th Amendment on our
Flickr page.

Left Image: Panel from our new online exhibit

Levi Riddell’s Survey Book One now on our Flickr
page
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