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NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST
It feels like the summer issue was just published yesterday and here I am writing for
the fall issue! As always, I hope this issue finds you and your family well during these
unprecedented times. While 2020 has been challenging, it is giving us all a lesson in
flexibility and patience.
The Archives continues to adapt to the ongoing pandemic to ensure the safety and
wellbeing of our patrons and employees. Our reading room is currently open by appointment to only one person at a time. While in the reading room, patrons are required to wear a mask along with nitrile gloves (we have nitrile gloves on hand). While
we realize that many of our patrons enjoy working on their genealogy with other family
members or friends, this is not currently possible in our small reading room. The safety
of our patrons and staff are of utmost importance and we will continue to operate in
this manner as long as there is an ongoing health emergency. We are still processing
record requests through the window in our entry way during our normal business
hours (Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, that we are currently UNABLE
to provide genealogical, property, or other extensive research.
As we adapt to the way in which we make records and programs available to the public,
I am happy to announce that our educational programs have all been video recorded
and are now available on our website. If you are a teacher or parent needing some educational material for your classroom or child, everything you need for our educational
programs is available to you online. In addition to the educational programs, there are
also a variety of children’s activities available for you to download. Feel free to check
out both our Educator and Student Resource pages
for additional information.
Before I close, I just want to remind everyone that
numerous Greene County records are available on
FamilySearch and our FLICKR page. In addition to
these two great resources, we also share some type
of record daily on our social media pages and our
weekly blog, “Out of the Clock Tower”. If you haven’t already, be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube. Archives’ staff are
working hard to provide you with access to numerous Greene County records and also sharing long
forgotten stories of past Greene County residents.
Until next time,
Robin Heise
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist
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FAVORITE RECORD—PETITION FOR PARTITION
BY: JOAN DONOVAN

Petition for Partition Record (Greene County Common Pleas Record I, pg. 556)
If you like puzzles, you know they can be both fun and frustrating. Some of the pieces fit together easily, some pieces are difficult to find.
Genealogy is like a puzzle, and records are like the pieces of a puzzle. Some records are easy to find, some are more difficult, and some
seem to be totally missing. How do you complete a puzzle without that missing piece? How do you make that family connection without
that missing record? Sometimes, the answer to the last question turns out to be my favorite record, a Petition for Partition.
A Petition for Partition is a court record. It can be found in early Common Pleas Record books. One definition of a partition is “a division
between several persons of property which belongs to them as co-owners; it may be compulsory (judicial) or voluntary.” (Black’s Law Dictionary, Fifth Edition) A Petition for Partition may occur when someone dies intestate (without a Will), has surviving heirs, and died owning real property (land). The petitioner asks the court to partition/divide the property for the heirs. The heirs may include the widow and
the children, and sometimes the grandchildren, of the deceased. One (or more) of the family members will be the petitioner while the other family members are the defendants.
One of the great things about a Petition to Partition for a genealogist is that the heirs are all named: the widow, the sons, the daughters,
and also the daughters’ husbands. Grandchildren can also be named if a son or daughter was predeceased (died before the parent). As a
bonus, the county/state where each one lived is provided.
In the early part of the nineteenth century in Ohio, there were no birth records, and marriage records did not include parents’ names. So,
without a birth record, and with a marriage record with only the couple’s names, how do you prove that this Mary Smith who married
James Johnson is the daughter of this John Smith? A Petition to Partition can be that proof, a record that provides a link between a parent and a child.
So, if you have a missing link in your genealogy, check court records! Perhaps you will find a Petition to Partition, your missing piece of
the puzzle.

Showcases the names and ages of William Watts’ children (Greene County Common Pleas Record I, pg. 556)
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PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG:
CEDARVILLE MAN MAKES IT BIG IN NEW YORK
Born in Cedarville in 1837, Whitelaw Reid owned the Xenia News prior to the Civil War, became the editor-inchief, publisher, and owner of the New York Tribune, and served as a U.S. diplomat. In Reid’s last will and testament, (see above) most of Reid's property was bequeathed to his wife Elisabeth Mills Reid, which included
the opulent Ophir Hall located in Westchester County, New York.

The estimated value of Reid's assets totaled $1,343,087. In today's economy, as adjusted for inflation, the amount would be over $29,000,000.
When Whitelaw Reid died, his son, Ogden Mills Reid, was living below Central Park in Manhattan. Whitelaw
Reid’s will specifies that Ogden Mills Reid would receive ownership of his father's property located in Cedarville, Ohio. The Cedarville home was constructed in 1823 in the architectural manner of the Queen Anne style.

Several decades later, Whitelaw Reid’s Cedarville home became the home of Governor
Mike DeWine. The DeWine family presently still own the property.
Another stipulation in Reid's will was that if Ogden Mills Reid displayed,

“capacity and aptitude for the work,” he should ultimately succeed control of the New
York Tribune.
To find out if Odgen Mills Reid succeeded control of the New York Tribune and what happened to Whitelaw
Reid’s fortune, please visit our blog post.
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1874 Greene County Atlas

Greene County Probate
Criminal Record, Box 692
Xenia Evening Gazette,
November 4, 1918

**New Online Exhibit**
The exhibit Stills, Bootleggers, and Speakeasies: Greene County during Prohibition examines what led to the
Prohibition Era and how Greene County responded to the federally constituted ban on alcohol. Learn about
the Greene County crusaders of Prohibition; the County residents who defied the law with stills, bootleg whisky, and speakeasies; and the County officials who received additional compensation for every individual
caught and found guilty. Check out the online exhibit on our Flickr page.

**Educational Programs Now Online**
Typically we take our educational programs into the schools, but the pandemic has required us to rethink our
delivery. As such, we decided to make all our programs available online. Each program has been pre-recorded
and is available for viewing on our YouTube page. Program materials can be found on our website. If you have
any elementary, middle, or high school age children, our educational programs are fun ways to learn about
local history.

4

