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NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST!
It is hard to believe that 2020 is nearly over! This year will definitely go down in the history
books as one of the more challenging years that we have faced in modern history. Words like
Covid, masks, and social distancing have all become part of our daily vocabulary. “Virtual” meetings, trainings, and even family get-togethers are becoming the new “normal”. While it has been
a challenging year it has also been a year that has taught us about patience and perseverance!
The holidays are approaching quickly and as we safely gather with our families I’d like to suggest
that you take a moment and document some piece of your family history. Talk to your parents
and/or grandparents and ask them about family traditions. Give them a notebook and ask them
to write down “stories” from their earlier years. These may be stories that you’ve heard over and
over your entire life, but once your loved one is just a memory, you will wish that you had these
stories written down. If you have old, unidentified family photographs, ask other family members
to help identify the people in the images. Start a family history blog or social media page to document your findings. Take this unusual year to help fill in some of the gaps in your family history
and share it with younger family members. Remember, it’s your ancestors that made you who
you are today!
Just a friendly reminder that our reading room is currently open by appointment to only one
person at a time. While in the reading room, patrons are required to wear a mask along with
nitrile gloves (we have nitrile gloves on hand). While we realize that many of our patrons enjoy
working on their genealogy with other family members or friends this is not currently possible in
our small reading room. The safety of our patrons and staff are of utmost importance and we will
continue to operate in this manner as long as there is an ongoing health emergency. We are still
processing record requests through the window in our entry way during our normal business
hours (Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, that we are currently UNABLE to provide
genealogical, property, or other extensive research.
Before I close, I just want to remind everyone that numerous Greene County records are available on
FamilySearch and our FLICKR page. In addition to these
two great resources, we also share some type of record
daily on our social media pages and our weekly blog, “Out
of the Clock Tower”. If you haven’t already, be sure to
follow us on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube.
Archives’ staff are working hard to provide you with access to numerous Greene County records and also sharing
long forgotten stories of past Greene County residents.
Until next time,
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST


Check out what Melissa’s favorite
record is in the Archives.



During the month of
February, we celebrate Black
History Month.



Christmas Time is Here: Learn
about “Christmas through the
Ages” from an excerpt of our
blog.



Check out our new storage space!



Discover what’s been
happening in and out of the
Archives.

Robin Heise
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist

FAVORITE RECORD ————————
BY: MELISSA DALTON

1896 Osborn, Ohio Map

MAPS

The Archives holds collections that document the
rich and unique history of Greene County, Ohio.
Each record provides a key to unlocking and understanding a piece of our collective past, be it a
tax record that indicates a family member owned
property, or a marriage record illustrating a distant relative married in the County, or a birth
record demonstrating that same relative started
and raised a family in the County. I review and
write about a variety of these records every week,
be it for the blog or a social media post. When it
came my turn to write about a favorite record of
the Archives, the first thing I thought of was
maps.
Maps seem so general, but each week, they make
an appearance in a social media post. They are
full of information and help tell stories. A great
example of this is using maps in conjunction
with surveys. Surveys are complex; they are written using legal jargon, and many times, do not
fully reveal a location. However, when you include a map, it all becomes so clear - landowners,
neighbors, and property lines are evident. Maps
clarify complex records or information, and provide a visual representation that may otherwise
be lacking.
Our maps also demonstrate the changing landscape of Greene County over two centuries. The
maps indicate development of the towns, villages, and cities of the County, as well as the highway systems, housing developments, parks, sewage systems, and even the changing election precincts as populations increased or decreased in
particular areas. Some of the most interesting
maps illustrate the path of the infamous 1974
Xenia Tornado, one of the worst in our nation’s
history. These maps provide invaluable information to researchers in learning about the
County and provide a great educational tool in
the classroom to highlight local history topics. In
particular, we use an 1896 Map of Osborn in a
classroom activity to help students learn how to
read a map, as well as some history of the village
prior to moving to a new location after the 1913
Flood.

Map of area affected by the 1974 Xenia Tornado

If you are conducting property research or genealogy, don’t overlook or underestimate the value
of maps. They may help clear ambiguities and
may prove to be a valuable record.
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Calendar Events

Post Card to Ms. Jennie Simpson in Brooklyn, New York



Please see our website for when
the Archives is closed during the
holidays in 2020.



In 2021, we will be closed: January
1, 2021 (New Year’s Day); January
18, 2021 (Martin Luther King Jr.
Day); and February 15, 2021
(President’s Day)



Celebrating Black History Month—
February 24, 2021 at 2:00 PM:
“Finding Freedom in Greene
County” online Zoom
presentation. See our Facebook
page for details.

A PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG
Christmas through the Ages
As one reflects on the holidays, it is fun
to look back to another time and see just how much (or little) things have changed. We can look to
the Xenia Evening Gazette and see a glimpse of typical advertising from the 1920s, 1930s, and
1940s. Here in the Archives, we have a
copy of an 1862 Harper’s Weekly, which
provides an interesting take on the holidays during a very tumultuous time in
our nation’s history.

Printed in the December 13, 1862
Harper’s Weekly issue are Patent Spring
Rocking Horses. These toys were invented by Jesse C. Crandall, were advertised
as a wonderful gift for children, as they
“expand the chest, and teach the rider to
sit correctly.” To see the other Christmas items from the Archives and to
learn more about Christmas traditions,
please check out the blog post.

Harper’s Weekly, December 13, 1862
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West Wing Expansion
The Greene County Records Center and Archives acquired
some additional space to expand our “west wing” storage area.
We began with one room as our storage space (See Fig. 1), but
an entryway was installed to open up an additional room.
In this second room, a few walls were torn down in order for
expansion. Mobile shelving was installed in the west wing’s
second room and many of these shelves are now filled with
various department record boxes, plans/blueprints, and maps
(See Fig. 2).

Fig. 1—First room of the West Wing

Several generous departments in the County donated
older, storage equipment to the Archives for our West
Wing expansion (See Figs. 3 & 4). In addition, the first
and second rooms of the west wing are now equipped with
beautiful and historic furniture that was being stored in
the County’s auction barn (See Fig. 5). The rolltop desk
was one of four desks purchased for the newly built County Courthouse in 1902. Each desk cost sixty-five dollars
when originally purchased.

Fig. 2—Second Room of the West Wing

Fig. 4—Rolltop Desk
Fig. 3—First Room of the West Wing
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The Archives’ staff have been busy these past couple of months.
During the month of October, Robin gave several presentations
via Zoom for Archives Month. Topics included: records management training for County employees; a discussion of careers in
history for University of Dayton undergraduate students; and
“Secrets of the Greene County Archives” for the public and graduate students from the University of Richmond.

Robin Heise

Melissa also gave a couple of presentations during Archives
Month for the public and the Beavercreek Senior Center.
Presentations, which can be viewed on our YouTube channel, included: “How to Use Greene County Records in Genealogy Research”; “Spooky Tales from the Greene County
Archives”; and “The Murderous Rampage and Hanging of
Jesse Ransbottom.”
Joan has been hard at work with processing and
re-housing estate; guardianship; adoption; lunacy; and
criminal records from the 1930s. She has found some
interesting records that Melissa has been able to share
on our Facebook page and our blog.

Joan Donovan

Melissa Dalton

Elise co-presented with Melissa on Genealogy Research back in October and created the Archives’
new online exhibit, entitled, “Overcoming Hardship: Life during the Great Depression in Greene
County.” You can view this exhibit along with our
other online exhibits via our FLICKR page.

**New Online Exhibit**
“Overcoming Hardship: Life during
the Great Depression in Greene County”
on our FLICK R
page.

Elise Kelly

Left Image: CCC—Camp Greene—Xenia Evening Gazette, December 13, 1935; Right Image: “Yellow Springs – Preparation
for Life Work” by Axel Horn. WPA funded mural is located in the Yellow Springs post office.
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