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Beyond the
clocktower
NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST!
By the time you’re reading this, I hope that the
temperatures are beginning to rise and that early signs of
Spring are beginning to emerge. At a minimum, Daylight
Savings begins on March 13, 2022 which means that
sunset will be an hour later. I’m looking forward to the
extra daylight in the evenings.
April is designated as National Records and Information Management Month which
provides an opportunity for Records Managers to promote standards and best practices for
record keeping and information management, as well as, emphasize the importance of
having organized records. This year the Archives will focus on maintaining/preserving
digital records during National Records and Information Management Month. The work
that we do at the Archives is vital in ensuring that the county records that are entrusted to
us are well organized, maintained, and available as mandated by the Ohio Revised Code.
There will always be work that must be done, regardless of a record’s format (paper or
electronic), to ensure that records will be around in the future. Stay tuned for information
on how to properly store and preserve electronic/digital records to ensure their availability
in the future.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram so you don’t miss any
of the posts highlighting our historical records. You might notice that our blog, “Out of the
Clock Tower”, will be taking a short hiatus over the next few months. In saying that, we
will be resharing some of our favorites from the past. The reason for the hiatus is that
Archives’ staff will be working very hard to provide the public with an online catalogue for
those records that are open to the public. Archives’ staff will also be implementing a new
electronic preservation system that will provide public access to open, electronic records
and provide greater access internally to county
employees. Read more about these systems
inside!
The Archives is fully open and appointments are
not needed in order to visit the Reading Room. If
you are interested in a tour of the repository, we
request that you call ahead of time to schedule an
appointment. We are currently processing record
requests through the window in our entry way
during our normal business hours (MondayFriday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, Archives’
staff are UNABLE to provide genealogical,
property, and/or other extensive research, but we
will gladly provide you with the resources that
you need in order to complete your research.
Until next time,
Robin Heise
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• VIP—Colonel Charles
Young.
• “Farming them Out:
Apprenticeships/
Indentured Servitude
in Greene County”—
Blog excerpt.
• Read about what’s
been happening in the
Archives.

Colonel Charles Young,
1864-1922
Col. Charles Young was born into
slavery on March 12, 1864 in Kentucky.
After the Civil War, he and his family
moved to Ripley, Ohio and Young excelled
in school. He attended West Point,
becoming only the 3rd African American
to graduate from the Academy in 1889.
Col. Young’s accomplishments are vast.
He was a Buffalo Soldier; taught Military
Science & Tactics at Wilberforce
University; was the first African American
Superintendent of a National Park
(Sequoia National Park); (continues)
Major Charles Young (photograph via Library of Congress)

Left Image: Col. Young’s Last Will & Testament (Greene County Archives).
Right Image: Col. Young’s home in Wilberforce, Xenia Township, Ohio (via
Library of Congress)

and was the first African American
Military Attaché to Haiti and the
Dominican Republic. Even after
retirement, Col. Young was requested by
the US War Department to muster and
train African American soldiers
during World War I. Check out our VIP
section on our website to see Col.
Young’s whole estate file.
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Calendar Events
Tuesday, March 1, 2022:
Ohio History Day
April 2022: Records &
Information Month
» Check out our Facebook
and YouTube pages for
event postings

Monday, May 30, 2022:
Closed for Memorial Day
June 12th-18, 2022:
Greene County History Week
“A shoe repairman and his young apprentice,” Repro. of painting by (Louis-?)Emile Adan (18391937), copyrighted by Braun & Co., N.Y. - This image is available from the United States Library of Congress's Prints and Photographs division under the digital ID cph.3b27512. via Wikimedia Commons

» Check out our Facebook
and YouTube pages for
event postings

A PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG

Greene County Recorder’s Deed Record Book Vol. 2, Page 41

Greene County Recorder’s Deed Record Book Vol. 2, Page 41

Farming them out: Apprenticeships/Indentured Servitude in Greene County
Found in our early deed records, are citations of orphaned children being "farmed out" to serve their "master" till they turned twenty-one.
These children were dependent on their master for food, clothing, and shelter. In 1809, Andrew Reed, Bath Township's first Justice of the
Peace (1807) and the guardian of the recently orphaned children - Moses and Aaron Mercer, decided to "bind" Moses and Aaron to Samuel
Casad of Bath Township.
Let's examine what Casad expected from the boys. Transcripts below for above images.
"...months during all which time they shall behave as faithful apprentices and shall keep their sd [said] masters secrets
and obey his lawful commands[ ,] they shall do no dammage [damage] to their master nor see it done by others with out
giving notice to their sd. [said] master [,] they shall not waste their…."
"...cards or any other unlawful game [,] they shall not play to the damage of their sd. [said] master or others[,] they
shall not absent themselves without leave nor haunt Tavern but in all things behave themselves as faithful
apprentices during said time and the sd [said] master shall provide for..." - Finish reading blog post here.
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1974 Xenia Tornado Online Exhibit
Our newest digital presentation
exhibit, showcases the history of the
1974 Xenia tornado. You can view
our exhibit on our YouTube
channel.
One of the largest natural
disasters in American history occurred during a terrifying 24 hour
span that wreaked havoc through 13
states. At 4:40pm on April 3, 1974, an
F-5 tornado tore through the City of
Xenia at 200 plus mph. It’s path
stretched half a mile wide and damaged 3,250 buildings.

Of the City’s 25,000 residents, the ferocious F-5 tornado
killed 32 and injured 1,600 residents. In addition, 2 National Guardsmen were killed after the tornado. This exhibit tells the harrowing experiences and stories of the
residents through the use of images from various County
offices and local newspapers.

ArchivesSpace & Preservica
We are in the process of transitioning our home-grown
information management database to the open source
archives information management application,
ArchivesSpace. This advanced application will manage
and provide web access to our open records—serving
like an online catalog.

YouTube
We have created eight digital presentation
exhibits and have uploaded them to our
YouTube channel. Take a moment and check
out these new presentations.

Preservica is a “world-leading cloud-hosted” digital
preservation software that preserves, protects, and
migrates digital records for long-term preservation. The
public will have web access to select open records that
have been digitized and Greene County Departments
will have access to their digitized records.

4

