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Beyond the
clocktower
NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST!
Summer is just around the corner which means it’s
time for graduations, outdoor barbeques, splashing in
the pool, and spending time with family and friends!
This summer is full of change here at the Archives.
Joan Donovan, the Assistant to the Archivist, will be
retiring at the end of June. We are sad to see her go, but we are anxious to hear
about her next adventure! If you’re in the neighborhood, please stop into the
Archives on June 29, 2022, from 11:30 to 2:00 PM to wish Joan all the best!
We also welcomed Lori Harris, Administrative Assistant, in early May. Feel free to
drop in and introduce yourself to Lori if you happen to be in the area!
I mentioned in the last issue that the Archives’ staff have been working very hard
to provide the public with an online catalogue and a new electronic record preservation system. I am happy to announce that both systems are up and running. It is
our hope that both of these systems will provide increased customer service by
providing our patrons with a more thorough inventory and greater access to the
public records that we hold. Records are being indexed by record type, originating
office, subject headings, and in some cases, the names associated with the record.
This is a long-term, ongoing project, meaning that we are adding records on a daily
basis so be sure to check back often for updates!
If you haven’t already, be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and
Instagram so you don’t miss any of the posts highlighting our historical records.
You might notice that our blog, “Out of the Clock Tower”, is taking a short hiatus
over the next few months. In saying that, we
will be resharing some of our favorites from
the past and will have an occasional new
post. We hope to get the blog back up and
running on a regular basis in 2023.

We are currently processing record requests
through the window in our entry way during
our normal business hours (Monday-Friday,
9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, Archives’
staff are UNABLE to provide genealogical,
property, and/or other extensive research,
but we will gladly provide you with the tools
that you need in order to complete your
research.
Until next time,
Robin Heise
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• VIP—Sol Arnovitz
• “David Mitchell: Early
Settler of Greene
County,” Blog excerpt.
• Check out our events
calendar and read
about what’s been
happening in the
Archives.

Solomon Arnovitz, 1906-1967
Solomon Arnovitz was born in Poland in
1906. He immigrated to the United States
and married Sara Lee Engilman on March
18, 1931. The couple settled on King Street
in the City of Xenia and had two children,
Beverly and Theodore. Sol owned and
operated the retail clothing operation,
Sol’s Store at 29 East Main Street in
downtown Xenia. A successful businessman, Sol also operated the real estate
holding companies, Mercury Realty, Inc.
and later Solar, Inc. He owned several
properties throughout Xenia. Furthermore, Arnovitz was the founder and
director of the Fairborn Farmers and
Merchants Bank for several years.
(Continues below)

Arnovitz was an instrumental civic leader, serving as a
member of the Board of Directors for the Xenia/ Greene
County YMCA. He also helped launch the Greene County
Joint Vocational School District. Sol and his wife Sara, donated twenty-five acres of land for the Joint Vocational
School. Besides his business commitments, Solomon
Arnovitz was a member of several organizations including,
Eshcol Lodge 55; B’nai B’rith (Jewish Service Organization)
of Dayton; Xenia Elks Lodge; Fraternal Order of Police Associates; Xenia’s Rotary Club; and several masonic groups.
On May 18, 1967, Solomon Arnovitz died from a heart attack
leaving his beloved wife and children. He is buried at Beth
Abraham Cemetery in Montgomery County, Ohio. To see
Arnovitz’s entire estate file.

Top Right Image: Sol Arnovitz, via newspapers.com; Bottom Left Image: Page from Sol
Arnovitz’s Estate; Bottom Right Image: Sol
Arnovitz’s grave marker, via findagrave.com
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Calendar Events
June 12th-18, 2022:
Greene County History Week
» Check out our Facebook
and YouTube pages for
all event postings
June 20, 2022:
Greene County Archives will
be closed in observance of
Juneteenth
June 29, 2022 at 11:30 AM
2:00 PM
Joan’s Retirement Party
July 4, 2022:
Greene County Archives will
be closed in observance of
the 4th of July

A PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG

Above image: Land patent granted to the heirs
of David Mitchell by then President of the
United States, James Monroe in 1819 via
Bureau of Land Management. Below image:
David Mitchell’s grave marker via
findagrave.com

“David Mitchell: Early Settler of Greene County”
Translation of above document: This
indenture made this seventeenth day of
January in the hear of our lord one
thousand seven hundred and ninety.
Witnesseth that whereas by an order of
the worshipful Court of Fayette County
October 1790 directing me the overseer
of the poor to take certain children
within my presents for whom there
does not appear to be competent
provision made and bind them to
certain persons that want them whose
names were mentioned in the court and
approved of in order to have them
educated and brought up in an
industrious Christian like manner, I do
therefore in obedience to said order and
compliance with my duty as overseer of
the poor hereby put and bind one of the
said children William Underwood of the
age of four years to David Mitchell of
the county aforesaid and with him to
stay and faithfully serve for and
during the term of 17 years… Find out
what happened to David Mitchell in the
blog post.
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Happy Retirement, Joan!
It is with bittersweet feelings that we say goodbye to
Joan Donovan, Assistant to the Archivist, for seventeen
years. Joan will be retiring at the end of June and all
are welcome to her retirement party on Wednesday,
June 29th from 11:30 AM—2: 00 PM.
Joan started her career in Greene County in the
Microfilm Division of the Recorder’s Office. While in
the Recorder’s Office, she began covering lunches in
the Archives. As soon as a position opened up in the
Archives, Joan moved in as a perfect fit.

For the last seventeen years, Joan has been the face of
the Greene County Archives, greeting patrons and
assisting them with their research. Joan is incredibly
knowledgeable regarding local Xenia and Greene
County history and has assisted many of our patrons
break through some of the brick walls they’ve encountered with their own family history. Joan has been dedicated to the Archives over the years, rarely taking time
off for herself. She will be greatly missed.

Welcome, Lori Harris!
We would like to welcome and introduce the Greene County
Archives’ new staff member, Lori Harris. Lori was hired on May 2nd as
the Administrative Support Assistant. She has hit the ground running,
learning something new everyday. We are all happy and excited to have
Lori join our Archives Family! Below is Lori’s introduction.
An introduction is in order, as I am the new Administrative
Assistant at the Archives.
My name is Lori Harris. Life has given me a variety of experiences to
learn from. I grew up on a farm just outside of Springfield. As I
registered for Clark State Community College’s Police Academy, I met
Iain Harris. Graduation rolled around and we were engaged. We have
been married 30 years this June and have three children.
Life can have a hectic pace while raising kids, working and taking care of
a household. Over the years, I found myself returning to an early passion
time and time again. Finding out, that I had ancestors active in so many
of the early struggles to found America, enthralled me. Ironic
considering that my husband is British! I have had an unquenchable
curiosity for family history since a teen, so I finally made the decision to
jump into genealogy. After 30-plus years, it was about time!

Update: ArchivesSpace & Preservica
In our last issue, we discussed how we began implementing
two new digital systems for the Archives. So far we have
added 407 resources in ArchivesSpace and have uploaded
hundreds of pages of records into Preservica. Thus far, we
have trained one County Office and two County Courts on
how to use Preservica.
Please take a moment to check out our new online
catalog—ArchivesSpace and our digital preservation
repository—Preservica.

I started by joining D.A.R. (Daughters of the American Revolution). I
continued with webinars, local genealogy groups, and constant
searching. I graduated the Certificate in Genealogical Research program
from Boston University-Continuing Professional Education, in May of
2021. I started volunteering with Greene County Archives in July of that
year as well.
I found that the preservation of family historical documents and histories has a huge unmet need. Many unique and fascinating stories could
be lost if we do not help bridge the digital divide between generations.
The Archives is a unique opportunity to experience original records and
how to maintain them. I am happy to be a part of preserving Greene
County’s history.
I’m a new face at the Archives, so feel free to introduce yourself when
you stop in.
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