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NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST!
As I type, this Memorial Day, the unofficial beginning of summer, is just around the
corner! It’s hard to believe that just one year ago we were all grappling with how to live
in a Covid world. While it’s been a very crazy and challenging year, I think that the
Covid rollercoaster is finally leveling out and our lives will begin to look semi-normal
again. I hope that this summer brings you the joy of spending time with family and
friends and enjoying the great outdoors!
June 14-June 19, 2021 has been declared Greene County History Week! Greene County History Week was established in 2016 to provide an opportunity for all of the area
historical societies and repositories to collaborate and share their various collections
and artifacts that illustrate the county’s rich and diverse history. These artifacts and
records preserved at repositories throughout the county not only tell the story of the
Greene County residents who came before us, but also provide the public with a sense
of continuity, identity and cultural heritage. Be sure to check out the calendar, in this
issue, for days and times of all of our Greene County History Week events. I hope that
all Greene County residents will show their support by visiting some of the area historical societies, organizations, and archival repositories. Remember that many of these
small organizations rely on community support to preserve local history and the last
year has been especially difficult for them.
If you haven’t already, be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram so you
don’t miss any of the posts highlighting our historical records. Also, be sure to check
out our FLICKR page for a virtual exhibit on the History of Greene County’s Little Miami Scenic Trail. There will also be a small exhibit
setup inside the Archives. I’m sure there will also
be some interesting stories told in our weekly blog,
“Out of the Clock Tower” over the next few months.
You never know what we might find here at the
Archives!
I am excited to announce that beginning June 2,
2021, visitors to the Archives who have been fully
vaccinated will no longer be required to wear
masks! This means that the Archives is fully open
and appointments are not needed in order to visit
the Reading Room. We will continue processing
record requests through the window in our entry
way during our normal business hours (MondayFriday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, while we
welcome back our researchers, Archives’ staff are
UNABLE to provide genealogical, property, and/or
other extensive research.
Until next time,
Robin Heise
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST

• VIP—Hallie Q. Brown
• Greene County’s First
State Route—an excerpt
of our blog.
• Discover what’s been
happening in and out of
the Archives.
• Call for new volunteers.

Hallie Q. Brown,
(1845-1949)
Hallie Q. Brown, the daughter of two former slaves, graduated from Wilberforce
University in 1873 and began teaching children who lived/worked on southern plantations. Following this, she became Dean at
both Allen University in South Carolina
and the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama.
Later in life, she returned to her alma mater, Wilberforce University, and served as
a Professor of Elocution.

Advocating for the rights of AfricanAmericans and women was an essential
part of Brown’s life. She helped establish
the National Association of Colored Women in 1893 and served as the organization’s
President for four years. Furthermore,
Brown wrote numerous books and was a
superb public speaker. Check out our VIP
page on our website.

Greene
County
VIP Lobby
Exhibit
Panel

Hallie Q. Brown’s Will—her signature is at the very
bottom of the page
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Calendar Events


Monday, June 14—Friday, June 18:
Greene County History Week
(Events online through Greene
County Archives’ Facebook page).
Tutorial videos of how to find
Greene County records online
using Family Search
Pre-recorded programs will be
shared Monday-Friday on our
Facebook page.
Facebook Live—Questions and
Answers Monday-Friday at 2:00
PM

Pinkney Road intersected with what is now U.S. 35. It followed the
path that is now Valley Road in Beavercreek Township. (1993 Orthophoto of Greene County)



Monday, July 5th: Greene County
Archives closed in observance of
Independence Day

A PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG
Greene County’s First State Route
Summer is almost here and
that means ...road trips!
Traveling through Greene
County’s rolling hills/
farmlands and stopping to
stroll through the County’s
historic villages and towns
are fun weekend excursions.
But before you grab your car
keys and hit the open
road, let me share with you
the story about the first State
Route that intersected and
cut through Greene County.
Greene County Commissioners’
Petition for a road alteration in near the
Little Miami River

When the County was founded in 1803, the Commissioners faced an immense task of planning, surveying and constructing roads. At the time, the
land in Greene County was heavily forested and had numerous rivers,
streams and creeks running through it. This made it difficult to construct wide paths and thus, roads were simply trails
that went through forests, across prairies and over hills.
The first state route in the County was Pinkney Road. This thoroughfare originated in Cincinnati and pushed north
through Hamilton and Warren Counties. It entered the southwest corner of Greene County (Sugarcreek Township), snaked
through the village of Bellbrook and stopped in the village of Alpha (Beavercreek Township). To learn why the first state
route in the County acquired its name and to see where it traversed check out our blog post.
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Preserving the Union: Greene
County’s Role during the Civil War
On April 21st, our Public Outreach Coordinator,
Melissa Dalton, presented a new program that explores
the role of Greene County during the Civil War.
Participants had the opportunity to view former
Greene County Surveyor, Washington Galloway’s field
book which records the Ohio 74th Regiment’s movement from Xenia to Camp Chase (Columbus) to Nashville, TN. Also during the presentation, Melissa showed
entries from the Greene County Commissioners
Minutes that document the appropriation of relief
funds for the wounded soldiers that fought at the Battle
of Pittsburgh Landing (also know as the Battle of Shiloh).
To learn about the other Civil War records that we
have here at the Archives, please check out the recording of the presentation.

Right images are from the Preserving the Union
program.

The History of Greene
County’s Little Miami Scenic
Trail
Did you know that Greene County is home to an
extensive network of bicycle paths? All over the
County, you can see families and friends cycling, rollerblading, and walking along the beautiful paths that dot our County. One of the most
popular bike paths is the 76 mile Little Miami
Scenic Trail. The trailhead begins in the City of
Springfield; winds it’s way south
through Yellow Springs, Xenia, and
Spring Valley; continues past Caesar Creek State Park in Warren
County; dips down to Loveland in
Clermont County; and ends in
Hamilton County, ten minutes
away from the Ohio River. We’ve
created an online exhibit that tells
the remarkable story of the fourth
longest paved path in the United
States. Check out our exhibit on
our FLICKR page.

Above images are from our Little Miami Scenic Trail online exhibit
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Welcome Back!

We are happy to welcome back our volunteers to the Archives after more than a year. Our
volunteers are very special to us and we want to thank them for all of the help they provided us
during the past year with completing
online projects. Now our volunteers
are welcome to come back and help in
the Archives!
This summer, our Public Outreach
Coordinator, Melissa Dalton, will be
putting out a call for new volunteers.
Please follow our Facebook page for
the announcement. If anyone is
interested in volunteering here at the
Greene County Archives, please
contact Melissa Dalton directly by
phone 937-562-6486 or by email
mdalton@co.greene.oh.us.
Photos: Greene County Archives’ staff. Left to Right: Melissa Dalton, Elise
Kelly, Joan Donovan, Robin Heise. First time, in a long time, that we could
take a couple of photos together without wearing masks!
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