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Beyond the
clocktower
NOTE FROM THE ARCHIVIST!
I can’t believe that 2021 is coming to an end! It’s been
a busy year here at the Archives and time has just
flown by! The Archives celebrated 25 years in
October and we had a great turn out for our Open
House. A big thank you to everyone who attended. If
you didn’t get a chance to visit us in October, we are
fully open to the public and we’d love for you to stop in and see us. We would be
happy to schedule a tour of our repository to anyone who is interested.
The holidays are right around the corner and for many, this will be the first time in
a couple years that the entire family will be able to celebrate together. As we all
know, the holidays are a time to take part in family traditions, that may date back
generations. Many, but not all of these traditions revolve around food! This is a
great time to create homemade baked goods and dishes that have been passed
down from a parent, grandparent, or other relative. In addition to sharing your
ancestor’s recipes, be sure to share the stories of the people behind the recipes. It’s
important to share those stories with younger generations so these traditions and
the stories about the people continue to be passed down to future generations.
The Archives is fully open and appointments are not needed in order to visit the
Reading Room. If you are interested in a tour of the repository, we request that
you call ahead of time to schedule an appointment. We are currently processing
record requests through the window in our entry way during our normal business
hours (Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 4:30 PM). Please note, Archives’ staff are
UNABLE to provide genealogical, property, and/or other extensive research, but
we will gladly provide you with the resources that you need in order to complete
your research.
Stay tuned for some exciting upgrades to our
website and processing that will be coming in
2022. We will keep all of our patrons
informed as we begin implementing the
changes, so be sure that you are following us
on social media, including: Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube. Many
of the upcoming changes will allow our
patrons to more easily search and access our
records. As always, be sure to also check out
our weekly blog, “Out of the Clock Tower”
for long forgotten stories of past Greene
County residents.
Until next time,
Robin Heise
Greene County Records Manager & Archivist
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• VIP—Helen Hooven
Santmyer.
• OS&SO Home—Collier
Chapel—an excerpt of
our blog.
• Read about all the
events that we held for
Archives Month.

Helen Hooven Santmyer,
1895-1986
Helen Hooven Santmyer was a New York
Times best-selling author and women’s rights
activist. She was best known for her
novel ...And Ladies of the Club.
Santmyer grew up in Xenia and knew at an
early age that she wanted to be a writer. After
graduating from Xenia High School in 1913,
Santmyer went on to earn her
undergraduate degree in English
Literature and Composition from
Wellesley College in 1918 and a Bachelor of
Literature degree from Oxford
University in 1927.

Helen Hooven Santmyer (photograph courtesy
of www.goodreads.com).

Left Image:
First page of
Helen Hooven
Santmyer’s Last
Will & Testament
(Greene County
Archives).
Right Image: Helen Hooven Santmyer’s House Historical Marker (via Greene County Historical Society’s Facebook page)

Santmyer held several positions
including the Dean of Women at both Wellesley College and Cedarville
College. She also served as the head of the
English Department at Cedarville College.
She authored three novels, Herbs and
Apples (1925); The Fierce Dispute (1929);
and ...And Ladies of the Club (1982); and a
memoir, Ohio Town (1962).
Helen Hooven Santmyer passed away on February 21, 1986 at the age of ninety. She is buried at Woodland Cemetery in Xenia. For
more information, visit our VIP page .
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Calendar Events
Friday, December 24, 2021:
Closed for Christmas Eve.
Friday, December 31, 2021:
Closed for New Year’s Eve.
Monday, January 17, 2022:
Closed for Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day.
Monday, February 21, 2022:
Closed for President’s Day.
Black History Month 2022:
Check our Facebook page and
website for program updates.

A PASSAGE FROM OUR BLOG
Top Left Photograph: Collier Chapel in November 2021.
Bottom Left Photograph: OS&SO Home Graduates, Class of
1900 (Greene County Archives).
Bottom Right Photograph: Map of the OS&SO Grounds,
1900 (Greene County Archives).

OS&SO Home—Collier Chapel
The Grand Re-Opening of the Collier Chapel, which was an original part of the Ohio Soldiers’ & Sailors’ Orphans Home
(OS&SO), later known as the Ohio Veterans Children’s Home
(OVCH), was held in early November of this year.
The Collier Chapel was built in 1873, and was named after
Chaplain George W. Collier, who is also credited with proposing
the idea of the Home to the GAR. The Collier Chapel was
renovated in 1994, but had fallen into disrepair. This year, a
$1.2 million renovation project was completed on the Collier
Chapel and cemetery. To read more about the history of the
OS&SO Home, please check out our blog post.
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October was Archives Month and the Greene County Records Center & Archives commemorated the month with several programs
and events. Our Public Outreach Coordinator, Melissa Dalton,
presented three Spooky Tales’ programs during the month of October. Each program was well attended.
At the beginning of October, the Records Center & Archives hosted
our 4th Annual Records Management Training Fair for Greene
County employees. The day was filled with trivia, games, prizes,
and candy! The Fair also included informational exhibits/displays.
Participants gained an understanding of the facets of records management. We could not have pulled off our Records Fair without
the help of the other Greene County Departments who participated, our volunteers, and Kristy Hannah and Beth Rubin.

Records Management Training Fair, 2021

25th Anniversary Open House. Robin and Melissa pictured
with County Commissioner, Rick Perales.

25th Anniversary Open House

To wrap up Archives Month, we celebrated our 25th Anniversary with an Open House. We brought out many of our
historical records for display, including: the 1901 Courthouse
Time Capsule; the 1969 Jail Time Capsule; the blueprints of
the 1869 Greene County Infirmary; nineteenth century City
of Xenia maps; and manumission records. Throughout the
day, one of our volunteers played 78 rpm records on our recently acquired Victrola record player. We had a great turnout, over thirty people attended, and attendees had the opportunity to tour our facility. Many loved looking at all of the
antique furniture pieces in the Archives.
We are very grateful for our volunteers who helped during
the Open House. We are also thankful that Rick Perales,
Greene County
Commissioner,
took time out
of his busy
schedule to
attend the
Open House. It
was a great
sign of support
and we are
very appreciative for all Rick
Perales and
the rest of the
Commissioners do for us.

Records Management Training Fair, 2021
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