Greene County Educational Program Overview
(Piper Family)
I.

Introduction (5-10 minutes)
a. Introduce self.
b. Explanation/discussion: what is an archives? – show
PowerPoint with photos.
c. Briefly discuss activity and provide an explanation of
primary and secondary documents.
d. Each student will receive their own activity packet (includes
primary & secondary resources).

II.

Activity Program (50-60 minutes)
a. Public Outreach Coordinator (POC) will show one brief
video clip that will center on slavery.
b. POC will guide the class through each activity question.
Students will have the opportunity to examine the primary
and secondary resources provided in the packet to answer the
questions.
c. During the activity program, images will be presented to
students through an interactive PowerPoint.
d. POC will finish up the program and lead class discussion of
what they have learned.

Greene County Archives Educational Program (Piper Family)
Designed to Fit Ohio Social Studies Standards
8th Grade Standards
1. Primary and secondary sources are used to examine events from multiple perspectives
and to present and defend a position.
4.

The practice of race-based slavery led to the forced migration of Africans to the
American colonies. Their knowledge and traditions contributed to the development of
those colonies and the United States.

12. The Reconstruction period resulted in changes to the U.S. Constitution, an affirmation of
federal authority and lingering social and political differences.
15. The movement of people, products and ideas resulted in new patterns of settlement and
land use that influenced the political and economic development of the United States.
16. Cultural biases, stereotypes and prejudices had social, political and economic
consequences for minority groups and the population as a whole.
18. Participation in social and civic groups can lead to the attainment of individual and public
goals.

Program Overview for Teachers
1) Introduction. Explanation of an archives (showing photographs of the Greene County
Archives) and brief discussion of primary and secondary resources.
2) Brief explanation to the class that they will be learning about a unique family who lived
in Greene County, Ohio using primary and secondary resources. (Brief summary of the
Piper Family is below for teachers).
a. The class will learn through primary and secondary resources about a unique
slave family from Louisiana who migrated and settled in Greene County, Ohio.
b. Students will learn that this family consisted of a mother (Nellie), born into
slavery, who had a relationship with her slave master (Philip Piper). They had
several children together while Nellie was still a slave. Their children were born
slaves although their father (Philip) was their slave-owner. This was not
uncommon during this time.
c. What is unique about this family is:
i. They were brought to Greene County by their slave-owner/father (Philip
Piper) and were emancipated by him (he gave $1,000 to Nellie in order
for her to “purchase” the freedom of herself and her children).
ii. A year later, after the family settled in Greene County, Philip and Nellie
travel to Pennsylvania to get married. The married couple returns to
Greene County to live together with their children.
iii. Unlike many slave-owners who considered their slaves to be simply
property and not human beings, Philip loved Nellie and renounced his
identity as a slave-owner.
3) Show short video clip of what life was like as a slave (Students will acquire an
understanding that slaves had no rights, owned no property, some worked as young as
four years old, and in many instances, were not considered human beings).
4) Each student will get a packet and will be guided through each activity question.
a. First Question: What can you learn about Philip Piper from the 1860
Catahoula Parish, LA Census Record and the 1860 Slave Schedule?
i. The Public Outreach Coordinator (POC) will discuss where Catahoula
Parish, LA is located and define a Census Record. (PowerPoint Photos)
ii. Students will be prompted to examine the 1860 Catahoula Parish, LA
Census Record and answer the subsequent questions (questions regard
what we can learn about Philip Piper by looking at a Census Record).
iii. POC will discuss a Slave Schedule and prompt the students to answer the
questions concerning Philip Piper.
1

b. Second Question: Look at the Deed Record Vol.37 p. 554-555. What is this
record telling you? What can you gather about this family?
i. POC will discuss a deed record.
ii. POC will read out loud the sentences in bold in the deed and ask the
students what is the record concerning.
iii. Students will learn that the record is an emancipation record. In the
record they will read that Philip Piper is freeing Nellie and her children,
they are settling in Greene County, and are paying $1,000 for their
freedom.
iv. POC will discuss why their features are documented. (They will learn how
it was important for freed slaves to carry their emancipation/registration
records with them at all times. If they did not, a slave owner could claim
that a free black was their slave and they could take them away). An
overview of the Black Codes will be discussed.
c. Third Question: By examining the secondary resource – the timeline, find the
clue that discusses why the family would settle in Greene County, Ohio. Looking
at the timeline, can you determine what the Piper children did once they
settled in Greene County?
i. Students will be instructed to study the timeline and to find the clue that
indicates why the family would move from Louisiana to Greene County,
Ohio.
ii. Students will acknowledge that Ohio is a state that prohibits slavery. They
will learn that Greene County was a place that had a large/strong
abolitionist movement and had cheap fertile farmland. Free blacks were
welcomed by these abolitionist communities and now many free blacks
were finally able to “own” land for themselves.
iii. POC will discuss how the family, and many other former slave families,
settled around the Wilberforce area, and the importance of Wilberforce
University.
d. Fourth Question: On the timeline find the clue that discusses where Nellie
and Philip got married. Why did they have to get married in this place?
i. Students will learn that Philip and Nellie had to travel to Pennsylvania to
get married because it was illegal for a bi-racial couple to get married in
Ohio (another example of Ohio’s Black Codes).
ii. POC will discuss how Rev. Daniel Payne, one of the founders of
Wilberforce University, ordered that Nellie and Philip either had to get
married or leave the community.
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e. Fifth Question: Look at Philip Piper’s death record. When did he die? Where
did he die? How old was he when he died? What caused his death? What is
interesting about his death record? Explain.
i. If teacher has an interactive software program, students can buzz in their
answers. By this time in the program, students are getting better at
looking at primary resources and finding the answer more quickly.
ii. Students will learn that by examining a simple death record, one can
learn valuable information about someone.
1. The surprising thing they will learn is that Philip Piper is listed as
“colored” in his death record, even though he was a white slaveowner. Students will learn that mistakes were made in documents
and that you have to be very careful when examining primary
resource documents.
iii. Students will be prompted to look at the other causes of death listed for
the other people in the death record. Quick discussion will follow.
f. Sixth Question: By examining the 1880 Greene County Census Record, what
can you gather about the opportunities Silas and Ella Piper had after the Civil
War?
i. POC will explain that Silas is one of Nellie and Philip’s sons and Ella was
his wife. The class will be asked how they think the couple is making a
living.
ii. The class will learn that Silas is a “grocer” (perhaps he owned a grocery
store) and that Ella is a “school teacher.” This is impressive for two
former slaves who were not allowed to read or write when they were
slaves. POC will inform the class that Silas graduated from Wilberforce
University.
g. Seventh Question: From what you have gathered about Nellie’s life, and
looking at her obituary, write a first-person reflection [Nellie’s point-of-view]
about her experiences, her thoughts and feelings, and the societal changes she
witnessed. Be creative!
i. POC will show Nellie’s obituary on the PowerPoint and will read it out
loud.
ii. Students should reflect on all they have learned and write a reflection
using Nellie’s point of view.
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Name: _______________________________

Date: ______________

Piper Family Primary Source Activity
Use a blank sheet of paper to fill out the following questions.
1. What can you learn about Philip Piper from the 1860 Catahoula parish, LA census record
and the 1860 Slave schedule?
2. Look at Deed Record Vol. 37 p.554-555. What is this record telling you? What can you
gather about this family?
3. By examining the secondary resource, the timeline, find the clue that discusses why the
family would settle in Greene County, Ohio. Looking at the timeline, can you find out
what the Piper children did once they settled in Greene County?
4. On the timeline find the clue that discusses where Nellie and Philip got married? Why
did they have to get married in this place?
5. Look at Philip’s death record. When did he die? Where did he die? How old was he
when he died? What caused his death? What is interesting about his death record? Do
you find this ironic? Explain.
6. By examining the 1880 census, what can you gather about the opportunities Silas and
Ella had after the Civil War?
7. From what you have gathered about Nellie’s life, and looking at her obituary, write a
first-person reflection [Nellie’s point-of-view] about her experiences, the feelings she
felt, and the societal changes she witnessed. Be creative!

Answer Key
1. After examining the 1860 Catahoula Parish, LA census record and the 1860 slave schedule, one
learns that Philip Piper is fifty years old in 1860. He is a white male and resides in Catahoula
Parish, LA. He is a planter and has sixteen slaves that vary in age.
2. Deed Record, Vol. 37 pgs. 554-555 is an 1859 emancipation record. Nellie Piper is paying Philip
Piper, her slave owner, one thousand dollars in order to obtain her freedom and the freedom of
her four children. In the deed record, Nellie is described as a thirty-five year old colored slave
woman of medium size and height. Her children, Amanda (age fifteen), Adelia (age twelve),
Alexander (age eight), and Silas (age two) are listed. The record mentions that all of the children
are in good health at this time and that they were to be emancipated. Nellie and her children
intend to settle in Greene County, Ohio.
3. According to the 1860 Greene County Census Record, the family has settled in Xenia Township,
Greene County, Ohio. The family settles in Greene County because it is a place with a strong
abolitionist movement and has inexpensive farmland.
4. According to Hallie Q. Brown’s Pen Pictures of Wilberforce, Daniel Payne was the president of
the University. He informed Nellie and Philip that they either had to get married or had to leave
the community. Philip and Nellie were legally married in Pennsylvania. Although they were
living in Ohio, they traveled to Pennsylvania to be legally married because, at that time, it was
illegal for biracial couples to marry in Ohio.
5. Philip Piper died November 1, 1879 in Xenia Township when he was seventy-four years old. He
died from heart disease. What is interesting about his death record is that he is listed as
“colored.” Philip Piper was a white, former slave owner. This is ironic since his children,
previously his slaves, are inheriting his entire estate. This was quite an unusual occurrence.
6. By examining the Piper family tree, one learns that Silas is the son of Nellie and Philip Piper.
After studying the 1880 census record, one gathers that Silas and Ella had advanced
employment opportunities. Silas was employed as a grocer and Ella was a school teacher. Both
Silas and Ella were in their early twenties. Perhaps Silas owned a grocery market. Ella most likely
taught only African American children and helped provide them with advanced opportunities.
7. The students need to use what they have learned to write a reflection.

List of Resources (Piper Family)
1.

1860 Census population and slave schedules, Tensas, Catahoula Parish,
Louisiana – Ancestry.com.

2.

Piper Family Emancipation Record, Deed Vol 37 p. 554-55 – Greene County
Records Center & Archives.

3.

Timeline created by Greene County Records Center & Archives.

4.

Philip Piper Death Record, Death Record Vol 1 p. 116-117 – Greene County
Records Center & Archives.

5.

1880 Census, Xenia Township, Greene County, Ohio – Ancestry.com.

6.

Nellie Piper Obituary, Xenia Gazette, July 7. 1916 – newspaperarchive.com.

7.

Deed Records transcribed by Greene County Records Center & Archives.

8.

Census Records transcribed Greene County Records Center & Archives.

